
 
I saw one of my patients in the hospital who was being treated for CHF.  He had wors-
ening kidney function and I thought we had over-diuresed him.  I stopped diuretics and 
started him on IV fluids.  I documented a level three hospital progress note (99233) at 
08:30. 
 
Then…the following note was documented: 
 
CTSP stat for acute S.O.B 
 
Earlier today, diuretics were discontinued due to worsening azotemia.  The patient 
was started on conservative volume expansion with isotonic saline.  Two hours later he 
developed chest pain and severe hypotension.  Exam showed severe bibasilar crackles 
more than half way up.  Troponin was 2.3.   EKG showed ST depression in the lateral 
leads and peaked T waves diffusely.  Stat chem. 7 showed creatinine of 3.2 with a 
potassium of 6.6.  We gave one dose of kayexalate on the floor along with two grams 
of calcium gluconate and transferred the patient to the ICU. 
 
Impression: 
1. Acute MI with cardiogenic shock 
2. ARF 
3. Severe hyperkalemia 
4. Underlying ischemic cardiomyopathy 
 
Plan: 
1. Start heparin 
2. 10 units regular insulin 
3. Two amps bicarb 
4. Repeat chem. 7 
5. Consult cardiology 
6. Consult nephrology 
 
Total critical care time on the floor and in the ICU: 45 minutes 

 
 

In this case, the correct answer is that you would 
code for both the progress note (99233) plus one 

hour of critical care (99291).  

Answer Key: Case of the Week for 9/3/08 

E/M Insight Case of the Week 
$90.42 (99233) 
$205.20 (99291) 

For more information on coding  for critical 
care, click HERE. 
 
For information on the individual critical 
care codes click below: 
 
• 99291 
• 99292 

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/pfslookup/02_PFSsearch.asp�
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/pfslookup/02_PFSsearch.asp�
http://emuniversity.com/CriticalCare.html�
http://emuniversity.com/99291.html�
http://emuniversity.com/99292.html�
Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
You can bill for critical care and another E/M service on the same patient on the same day.  No modifier is required.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight Tips
Critical care is often over-documented and under-reported.  Any time you have a patient who meets the criteria, you should consider using this code.  The patient does not have to be in the ICU.  

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
The only absolute requirement for critical care documentation is that you record the time spent.  If you do not record time spent, you cannot bill for critical care. The time threshold for billing for the first hour of critical care is 30 minutes.  This means you must spend more than 30 minutes in oder to bill for critical care.  In this case we spent 45 minutes of critical care time, so we bill 99291 for the first hour of critical care.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
The patient doesn't have to be in the ICU to bill for critical care.  You can see the patient on the ward or in the ER and bill for critical care as long as the patient is really critically ill.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
The impression and plan should convey the critical nature of the problems being addressed.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
This is the Medicare allowable charges for Sarasota, Florida.  To check your locality, click on the underlined figures on the right to go to the CMS fee search engine.

Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
We are assuming here that all the documentation needed for the 99233 was recorded.

Peter Jensen
Abbrev
CHF: congestive heart failure, IV: intravenous, CTSP: called to see patient, ST: wave forms on an EKG, ICU: intensive care unit, MI: myocardial infarction, ARF: acute renal failure.

Peter Jensen
E-Learning

http://emuniversity.com/EMCourses.html
Peter Jensen
E/M Insight
There are no hard and fast rules for documenting the key components of history, exam and MDM when it comes to critical care.  The note should clearly convey the urgency and high complexity of the encounter.

Peter Jensen
Typewritten Text

Peter Jensen
Library

http://emuniversity.com/EMCoding_cd_roms.html
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